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Developments in the Levant Agency 


Through Dr. Boyd, the Secretary of the Levant Agency, we have the following pictures of what 


is happening in Turkey proper from the facile pen of F. Lyman MacCallum, 


the sub-Agent in 


charge at Constantinople; and also in the region of the Balkan Mountains th 
; through letters from 
the Rev. M. N. Popoff, the sub-Agent in charge in Bulgaria. ! 


Turkey’s Latest Advance 


By F. Lyman MacCallum 


N November 1. 1928. the Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey passed a law abol- 


_- ishing the use of the Arabic letters, with which 


Turks have always written their language, and 
substituting practically the alphabet which we 
employ. According to this law, 
all newspapers were to appear 
only in the new (Latin) charac- 
ters after December 1, 1928, and 
one month later all books had 
also to conform. Books printed 
previotis to that date in the Ara- 
bic letters might continue to be 
circulated, however. 

The Turkish President, Mus- 
tapha Kemal Pasha, inaugurated 
and is leading the reform with 
-all his remarkable energy. He is 
especially anxious that the peas- 
ants and laborers, classes which 
‘are almost totally _ illiterate, 
should be helped to learn. His 
initiative has aroused a remark- 
able response throughout the 
whole country. Popular courses 
in the new letters have been 
opened in all.towns and most vil- 
lages. Government employees of 
all grades have to pass examina- 
tions in the “Turkish alphabet”  ; 
or lose their jobs. The army laid 
aside its rifles and drill manuals 
and took up spellers and readers instead. 
Every prison has its classes in the new script. 
If the present eagerness for literacy can be 
maintained for a few years, some millions will 
be reading who would otherwise never have 
mastered the art. The need for this reform is 
suggested by the fact that hardly two out of 
five Turks can read. 

This literary revolution affects the Turkish 
work of the American Bible Society very 


ee 


reduce 


A STAMBOUL ERRAND 


BOY 
simplicity of 
Turkish alphabet will go far 
illiteracy 
Turkey’s laboring classes” 


closely indeed. It is a unique event in the 
world-wide experience of this Society. Hap- 
pily, the Society gains much more than it loses 
by the change. The most obvious loss is that 
of the plates of Turkish Scriptures, all of 
which have been rendered obso- 
lete and will probably never be 
used again. But this fact makes 
way for the urgently needed re- 
vision of the Turkish Bible. 
Since new plates have to be made 
in any case, this affords an ideal 
opportunity for simplifying and 
improving the text. The So- 
ciety’s stock of printed Scriptures 
may still be circulated and will 
gradually be worked off. 

On every hand our colporteurs 
are met by the demand or rebuke, 
“Bring us books in the new char- 
acters.” As yet our agents have 
nothing to offer, although within 
three days of the passage of the 
new law, typesetters were at work 
on the Proverbs. The right-hand 
page of this edition will be in the 
old characters, while the opposite 
page will show the same passage 
in the new letters. This portion 
will be in circulation by the end 
of 1928 and will be followed as 
rapidly as possible by very thor- 
oughly revised and improved versions of the 
Psalms and Gospels. 

If within the next few years the number of 
Turkish citizens able to read is increased from 
five million to nine, the Bible Society will have 
nearly doubled its possible constituency in this 
land. This striking increase in literacy is very 
possible in view of the simplicity which the new 
alphabet and phonetic spelling have introduced. 
This means a corresponding increase in the 


the new 


among 
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number of those who are able to study and ap- 
preciate the Word of God for themselves. 
From this point of view the year just closing 


Work in 


By the Rev. 


Bye may be interested to know that nearly 
every Sunday, while not otherwise en- 
gaged, I go out to Krasnoselo, about five miles 
out of Sofia, to preach to about one hundred 
juvenile criminals. 

I think I pointed to you the great unplastered 
building on the road to Kniazhevo where I took 
you and your daughter. The building is com- 
pleted now. I always am accompanied by a 
Baptist brother and a Bible woman who leads 
the singing. Friends have enabled me so far 
to supply nearly every boy with a copy of the 
single Gospels. Several have expressed a wish 
to buy a Bible, and I have 
always gladly done that. 
Of course, they pay for 
them. 

Under separate cover I 
am sending you a picture 
of some of the boys. When 
they leave this reformatory 
home, they take their Gos- 
pels with them, and several 
have testified to me _ that 
they have turned a new 
leat in lite, 

In the city of Stara- 
Zagora, Bulgaria, there is a 
small Baptist community. 
Whe w@pastor a thesaeve o), 
Christoff, is at the same 
time a very active volunteer 
colporteur of the American Bible Society. The 
following is his last letter: 

“When I received your last shipment of 
books, I had just sold everything and did not 
have a single copy of the Word of God. 

“Every day I go out through the city and to 
the railway station, carrying in my hands 
Scriptures. Everybody in the city as well as 
in the surrounding district knows me as the 
man that always carries the Holy Scripture. 
Those that do not know my name speak of me 
Sass black-eyed man who always sells Gos- 
pels.’ 

“At different points I hold open-air metings, 
—on the street, at the station, or at some 
shop,—especially explaining the power of the 
Word of God among all nations. I have daily 
three, four or five such meetings, of twenty, 
fifty, seventy, and sometimes one hundred or 
more people. 
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JUVENILE CRIMINALS IN KRASNOSELO NEAR SOFIA 
The gentleman and lady in the upper center are Mr. Popoff’s assistants 


Volume 74 
is one of the most fortunate which the Bible 
Society has ever experienced in Turkey. It is 


a time to press on with thanksgiving and hope. 


Bulgaria 


M. N. Popoft 


“So you see that since I have come to Stara- 
Zagora my work is not to preach only, but 
personally to spread the Word of God. Besides 
that, my wife also, while making calls, sells 
Scriptures and recommends the Bible at meet- 
ings. She, too, always has Scriptures in her 
big handbag. We have pretty well covered 
with Scriptures Stara-Zagora and surrounding 
villages, and Kazinluk and surrounding vil- 
lages. Now that I have again received books, 


I shall visit some more villages. : 
“While offering the Bible in a shop, a tanati- 
cal Pravoslav (Orthodox) man took me by the 


sain irl 


collar, saying, ‘We do not want Bibles; why 
are you buying us by these American Bibles,— 
to make us an American colony?’ And he 
pushed me violently out of the shop. 

“In another place, walking with Bibles in 
hand, I was called by people wishing to buy a 
Bible, but an enraged man turned toward me, 
with the words, ‘Where are Wilson’s fourteen 
points, you rascal?’ Snatching from my 
hands a New Testament, he tore it to pieces 
and threw it to the ground. He threw himself 
on me to beat me as an agent of Americans. 
But the others caught him, telling him: ‘This 
man is very good, and whatever he says is true; 
don’t trouble him’; telling me at the same time, 
to go out, as the other man was enraged. 

“T have had many similar incidents, but God 
has protected me. Always before starting out 
I pray for his protection, and my wife at home 
is all the time in a prayerful attitude. 


February, 1929 


“Such incidents cause no sorrow to me; for | 
have encouraging incidents also. While speak- 
ing to some people about the New Testament, 
they opposed me; but one from among them, a 
teacher, bought a New Testament. In the vil- 
lage where he teaches he read it to friends of 
his, who asked him, when he comes to the city 
again, to buy for each of them a New Testa- 
ment. He found me and asked me, ‘Do you 
know me? I am one of those that were op- 
posed to you, but bought a New Testament and 

_truly I was very much interested in it. I want 
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two more for friends of mine living near me.’ 

“Another time, while urging some people to 
buy New Testaments, a young man cried aloud: 
‘The New Testament is true; whatever this 
man says is all true.’ He began to.attend our 
services regularly and is now a believer. 

“A man came to me at the station. He bought 
a Bible, saying, ‘How long I have been in 
search of a Bible!’ 

“Although I am all the time spreading the 
Scriptures, thanks to God there is still a hunger 
and thirst for them among the people.” 


The Bible : 


By Alfred Bavis 


F thou art sad, come here and find 

A balm to soothe and cheer thy mind; 
If thou art merry, here are songs 

_ Meet to be sung by angel tongues; 

If thou art rich with things of earth, 
Learn here thy wealth is nothing worth; 
If thou art poor, this precious mine 
Hath countless treasures: they are thine; 


Filipinos in 


If thou lackest wisdom, look herein, 

And wisdom thou shalt surely win— 
Wisdom to guide thee on the road 

Which leads, through faith in Christ, to God. 


*A donor sent in this poem with the statement that it won 
a prize at some contest in England, the author résiding at 
Birdport, England. 


America 


By the Rev. A. Wesley Mell, Secretary, Pacific Agency 


I AM enclosing a snapshot of a Filipino 
group every man of which was supplied 
with a Bible purchased at cost price: Mr. To- 
lentino has visited a number of such groups and 
is so deeply impressed with the bibie needs. He 
states that ninety-nine per cent of every camp 


A GROUP OF 
FILIPINOS AT 
ONE CAMP EACH 
OF WHOM 
PURCHASED A 
BIBLE FROM 
MR. TOLENTINO 
AT COST PRICE 


canvassed have no Bibles, and practically every 
man visited was willing to purchase the Scrip- 
tures after becoming acquainted with Mr. To- 
lentino and his missionary spirit. He writes: 
“Many are taking the Bibles even though 
they do not know much English. I am now 
looking forward to connecting these camps 


with local churches, so that they may be wa- 
tered once a week by the local preacher during 
the time they stay here to pick grapes, oranges, 
and other fruits.” 

During the time that Mr. Tolentino has been 
employed in this work, he has sold and dis- 


tributed over a thousand volumes of Scriptures, 
and over three hundred of these were Bibles. 
But it leaves a very large number untouched. 

There are some 80,000 of these Filipinos 
here, and many more are coming on each ship. 
The harvest for the distribution of Scriptures 
is certainly ripe. 
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The Mind of Japan 


By the Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, D.D. 


This article comes with the authority of one who first saw Japan twenty-seven years ago and has 

been there a dozen times since. Dr. McLaughlin, on a leave of absence from his work in the 

Northwestern Agency, is revisiting regions which he knew during his former service as Secretary 
of the Philippines Agency of the American Bible Society. 


APAN is the same and not the same. Its 
indefinable charm is not ruined by modern 
comforts, luxuries, hotels, and modern motor- 
cars. On the contrary, these by their contrast 
but bring out the attractiveness and charm of 
this quaint but supremely wide-awake people. 
And the children,—what shall I say of them? 
They are the most fascinating set of youngsters 
on the face of the globe, even if they do show 
an almost universal need of a supply of hankies. 


THE BUDDHA STATUE AT 
KAMAKURA 
“The age-long calm of Buddha still 


stands undisturbed, but Japan goes 

marching on.” 
Children, children everywhere, in singles and 
doubles and throngs ; the children are the charm 
of Japan. 

But, apart from the visible things so attrac- 
tive and beguiling, there is something even far 
more attractive that commands the attention,— 
and that is the new “mind of Japan.” Oh, 
Japan has not changed absolutely. The old life 
has not been done away with; but there has 
grown up within Japan herself a new spirit 
that commands attention. © 

Japan is not Christian, in the sense that 
Western nations are Christian. But even her 
Buddhism is a new brand of Buddhism. The 
meditative statue of Buddha still stands in his 
eternal calm at Kamakura as it has stood for, 
lo! these hundreds of years; but Buddhism is 
marching on. 

Moral and ethical training in the public and 
private schools has done very much to bring 


in this new attitude. A public opinion has 
shoved certain glaring evils on to the back 
streets, and forced them to carry on their ne- 
farious trades behind closed shutters. There 
is a certain very definite program of moral bet- 
terment led by such men as Viscount Shibu- 
sawa, the “Grand Old Man of Japan,’ which 
is making a very decided impress upon the 
mind of modern Japan. As a basis for the 
new code of morals the Bible has had and now 


“CHILDREN, CHILDREN, EVERY- 
WHERE” 


“Japan’s burden of the ages is nowise 
diminished in modern Japan.” 


“OUR CONDUCTORETTE 
MODERN JAPAN UP-TO-DATE” 


has an ever-increasingly important place. Vis- 
count Shibusawa, an ardent and devoted Con- 
fucianist, told me he kept a Bible on his desk 
all the time and read in it daily. The young 
priest who showed us through the Higashi 
Honganji Temple in Kyoto, the largest Bud- 
dhist temple in Japan, told us in most excellent 
English that he had a thorough course in the 
New Testament in their own theological school. 
These are but a few of the things that stand 
out in analysis in the new life of Japan. In the 
new “mind” the power that dominates is the 
Bible and the Biblical standards of living. The 
widespread circulation of the Bible is affecting 
the uttermost ends of the Empire, and easily, 
without doubt or exception, the work of the 
American Bible Society and the indefatigable 
labors of our Secretary in Tokyo, Mr. Aurell, 
is the most potent foreign influence in creating 
this new, most encouraging “mind of Japan.” 
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President-elect Hoover at Rio de Janeiro 


HESE columns have intimated more than 
once the somewhat unique position of our 
Agency Secretary in Brazil, Dr. Tucker. 
Sought widely in counsel, and active especially 
in cooperative efforts not only in Brazil but in 
South America, he is also persona grata with 
the civil and official leaders of Brazil. While 
cable and press communications have given 
full details of the visit of Mr. and Mrs. Hoover 
in Brazil, a report received from Dr. Tucker 
has features which will be of especial interest 
to our readers. 
Word of the proposed visit of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hoover elicited expressions of approval and re- 
joicing in Brazil. Their movements along the 


“THE BEAUTIFUL 
ELECTRIC SIGN OF 
WELCOME 
ON THE 
AVENIDA BEIRA-MAR 
A tffumph of illuminative 
admired by 


art greatly 


everybody.” 


From Brazilian American 


west coast, over the Andes, and on to Rio were 
followed with increasing interest. Though he 
was coming as a private citizen, the prepara- 
tion$, arranged by the President of Brazil and 
his Secretary of Foreign Affairs, accorded pres- 
idential honors. In their midst, however, the 
missionary interests were not neglected. 

On the first day an hour was arranged for 
representatives of unofficial organizations, in- 
cluding missionary bodies, to bear their greet- 
ings. Dr. Tucker was on two committees, rep- 
resenting the Y. M. C. A. and the city pastors’ 
association. Mr. Hoover greeted each of the 
delegates, now and then asking questions. 
While this was going on in one room of the 
Guanabara Palace (formerly that of Princess 
Isabel), Mrs. Hoover, in another room, was re- 
ceiving groups representing women’s organi- 
zations. 

On the second day, U. S. Ambassador Mor- 
gan gave a reception to which the American 
community was invited. He made special ef- 
fort to see that all the missionaries in the city 


and vicinity had an opportunity to meet Mr. 
and Mrs. Hoover. 

A most brilliant official social event was the 
banquet and reception given at the Cattete Pal- 
ace by the President of the Brazilian Republic, 
Dr. Washington Luiz, and Mrs. Luiz. The 
palace is not large, and the number of guests 
at the reception had to be limited. But Dr. 
and Mrs. Tucker were among those invited. 
A spirit of cordiality and friendliness domi- 
nated the gathering. 

As the visit included a Sunday, Dr. Tucker, 
who is in charge of the Union Church, wrote an 
invitation for the honored guests to attend the 
Sunday morning service. The American Am- 


bassador kindly volunteered to hand the invita- 
tion to Mr. and Mrs. Hoover. “They gra- 
ciously accepted,” writes Dr. Tucker, “and 
their participation in the service made a deep 
impression. They apparently wished to avoid 
all show and attention, and to be quietly pres- 
ent with others as real worshipers in spirit and 
truth. This was not part of the official pro- 
gram. No announcement had been made that 
they would attend. But somehow newspaper 
reporters found it out and were on hand. The 
following is a translation of a characteristic 
notice that appeared in one of the daily papers. 
It is quite natural that newspaper reporters in 
this country should speak of public worship as 
mass, that being what they are accustomed to 
in the Roman Catholic churches.” 


SUNDAY MORNING AT THE GUANABARA 
PALACE 

According to his normal custom of life the Yankee 

President arose early, came to the dining room about 

9 o’clock for his light breakfast, after which he and 

his wife went for a stroll through the beautiful 

grounds of the former occupant, Isabel the redeemer 
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(so called because she signed the imperial decree tnat 
set free a million and a half of African slaves in 1888), 
and afterward they went, noticeably without ostenta- 
tion, happily disposed, to mass in the Protestant church 
at Copacabana. 

Leaving the Guanabara Palace at 10:45 a. m. to 
attend the holy sacrifice of the mass in the Protestant 
temple on Barata Ribeiro St., Copacabana, the couple 
Herbert Hoover, dispensing with military attendants 
and retinue, except his adjutant of orders, entered the 
temple and were seated in the third row of seats to 
the right, where they took part in the service con- 
ducted by the pastor of the Union Church, the Rev. 
H. C. Tucker, an old friend of Brazil, residing here 
for nearly fifty years, who handed them hymn books, 
the same as used by other believers in the temple; they 
joined in the Psalms and hymns that were sung with 
naturalness in moderate tone. After the mass, which 
lasted about forty-five minutes, at 11:50 the illustrious 
visitors returned to the Guanabara Palace. 


In the Brazilian American of December 29, 
1928, an illustrated monthly published at Rio, 
were these comments on the same incident: 


The attendants at the little church in Copacabana, 
where the “Union” services are temporarily held, were 
surprised as well as thrilled last Sunday morning to 
have Mr. and Mrs. Hoover with them at their morn- 
ing service. 

In the midst of a strenuous program of official and 
social events and with insufficient time to appreciate 
all of the many enchanting scenes and drives about 
Rio, they elected to stroll quietly among the trees and 
flowers of the beautiful Guanabara palace grounds in 
the early morning, and then at eleven o'clock, dis- 
pensing with the military guard and retinue so lay- 
ishly furnished by a friendly government, they went 
privately to the Union church and joined heartily and 
devoutly in the service with those who believe it to 
be one of the highest privileges and the duty of men 
to worship God collectively. 

The Christmas tree and floral decorations for the 
Sunday-school exercise added charm to the welcome 
given these distinguished visitors. 

Judging from the generous press notices and re- 
marks we hear, the event made a very deep impression 
upon many of our Brazilian friends. 


Dr. Tucker took the opportunity of the visit 
to present on behalf of the Brazil Agency of 
the American Bible Society a Portuguese Bible 
to Mr. Hoover, and a Portuguese New Testa- 
ment to Mrs. Hoover. They were acknowl- 
edged with the kind message, “I wish to ex- 
press appreciation for Mrs. Hoover and myself 
for your kind attention. I am deeply grateful 
for the Bible you sent me and for your good 
wishes.” The Bible contained the following 
inscription— 


Presented to Mr. Herbert Hoover, 
President-elect of United States of America, 
on the occasion of his visit to Brazil, 
December 21-23, 1928 
by 
The Brazil Agency of the American Bible Society 
H. C. Tucker 
Agency Secretary 


The New Testament contained a similar in- 
scription. 
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Dr. Tucker’s report closes with the follow- 
ing paragraphs: j 
BAt fae pea the President of Brazil, 
among a number of fine sentiments expressed, 
said, ‘If it was still lawful to confer titles, I 


would ask for Mr. Hoover that of ‘The Friend — 


of Humanity.’ Referring to the States, he 
said, ‘All the fundamental ideas of western 
civilization—labor, capital and prosperity, the 
virtuous family and the indestructible coun- 
try, God and religion—around which we must 
gather at the important call to unite, are there 
consecrated to build up a great nation. 

“In replying, Mr. Hoover referred to the 
traditional friendship, peace, and cooperation 
existing between the two countries running 
through all their national history, and thanked 
the President and Brazilian people for the re- 
markable manifestations being made on this 
present occasion. He closed with the follow- 
ing: ‘I pray that Divine Providence may con- 
tinue to inspire the leaders of our two countries 
in these paths that our mutual fidelity protect 
and secure. I wish to express my admiration 
of the manner in which you are guiding a 
great nation.’ 

“It is gratifying to realize that along with 
economic and political influences drawing the 
two nations closer together, spiritual forces and 
ideals are playing an increasing part in the 
process.” 


The City of Man 


By the Rev. Dean J. Wilmer Gresham* 


"lia poets have dreamed of a City of God 
Where the night is as fair as the day; 


he igi : 


Where sorrow and crying have winged their swift 7 


flight, = 
And earth’s tears have been all wiped away. 
But a City of God in a kingdom of dreams, 
Like the silvery gleam of some star, 
Is far from the City of Man that we know 
In the kingdom of things as they are 


For a mantle of grief like a deep purple pall 
Is spread o’er the lives of the poor; 

And childhood and age face the spectre of want, 
With the footfalls of death at the door. 


Yet the City of God is not far away, 
Like some glimmering light that we scan; 
We are building the City of God every day 
When we serve in the City of Man. 


The gold in the streets of the City of Man, * 
With its shadowing pain and its needs, 

Is the gold of our love for the lives that are crushed, 
And the glint of our golden deeds. 


*The author, as dean of Grace Cathedral, San Francisco, 


has used our one-cent portions effectively in connection with 
his work, 
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How the Nauru Islanders Obtained the Bible 
The Gift of the Rev. Philip A. Delaporte 


By Luella Hammond 


RECENT number of the Recorp car- 

ried a brief announcement of the death 
of the Rev. Philip A. Delaporte, translator of 
the Bible into Nauru. Mr. Delaporte passed 
away on September 19, 1928, after a very 
brief illness, at his home in Gridley, Il. Thus 
was brought to a close a life of remarkable 
~ achievement, and one that ranks high in the 
annals of the Bible Society. 

The story of how this earnest young mis- 
sionary labored long and faithfully among the 
natives of the little island of Nauru, reducing 
their language to writing and finally giving 


_ them the entire Bible in their own tongue, has 


all the qualities of a missionary epic. 

He was born in Worms, France, August 
19, 1867, but came to the United States at the 
age of fourteen. Having decided upon the 
ministry as his lifework, he completed his edu- 
cation in California and qualified for service 
_ with the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, and in 1894 went to the 
South Sea Islands as a missionary. Visiting 
France in 1898, he was married to Miss Sal- 
ome Schaefer, and together they sailed for 
Nauru as joint missionaries of the Central 
Union Church of Honolulu under the auspices 
of the American Board. 

The people of this isolated German posses- 
sion situated midway between the Marshall 
and Gilbert Islands groups, numbering about 
' 2,000, had up to that time heard little or noth- 
ing about Christ, having been ministered to 
only infrequently by teachers from the Gil- 
bert Islands. They had no written language. 
As soon as Mr. Delaporte obtained a working 
knowledge of the vernacular, he began to re- 
duce it to writing. He prepared a primer and 
some hymns, and compiled gradually an Eng- 
lish-German-Nauru dictionary. He _ then 
started to translate portions of the New Testa- 
ment, and, in 1902, he was able to complete 
the Gospels of Matthew and John and a few 
of the smaller Epistles. He had these printed 
~ on the missionary press at Kusaie, Caroline 
Islands,—500 copies in all. In 1904 he pro- 
duced one hundred copies of the Gospel of 
Luke and Acts by mimeograph. The natives 
were overjoyed to have the Word of God in 
their own tongue, and great good resulted. 
By the end of 1905 the total number of bap- 
tized persons, including children, amounted to 
840, or nearly one-half the total population of 
the island. - 


Continuing his translation work, with the 
assistance of native boys from the training 
school, the manuscript of the New Testament 
was completed in 1906. It had been his in- 
tention to send this to the American Bible So- 
ciety for printing, but just at this time he re- 
ceived from the Hawaiian Mission Children’s 
Society in Honolulu a gift of a small printing- 
press which was meant to solve the problem. 
But who was to do the work? We quote from 
a letter received from Mr. Delaporte: “My 
seven native boys, not one of them more than 
sixteen years old, volunteered. Just think; 
these boys were six years before but ignorant 
South Sea savages, and now they were ready 
to print the Testament! I set to work and 
taught them how to set type and how to run 
the press, and in a very short time they were 
able to do the work. Considering that I knew 
very little about printing, they did well. On 
August 18, 1906, we began the great work and 
kept at it without intermission until January 
16, 1907, when the last pages of Revelation 
left the press. We could print but two pages 
at a time, having to distribute the type before 
being able to set up new pages.” The books 
were sent to San Francisco for binding, and 
the total cost of the Nauru New Testament 
was less than $400! This was cared for by 
the American Bible Society in lieu of doing 
the printing in New York. 

The exigencies of war compelled Mr. and 
Mrs. Delaporte to return to the United States 
in 1915. Here Mr. Delaporte took up various 
pastorates and completed the translation of 
the whole Bible, at the urgent request of the 
Nauru Christians; and this was published by 
the American Bible Society in New York, in 
1918, under his personal supervision. This is 
now in the service not only of the 1,400 natives 
of Nauru, but also of many Micronesian and 
Chinese laborers employed in contract work 
on the island, who, as they move about, take 
the Good News to many little forgotten and 
lonely islands in Micronesia and New Guinea. 


From the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Butler, Pa., comes the interesting word that 
thirty-nine people in the church read the entire 
Bible through last year. This movement was 
sponsored by the pastor, the Rev. William K. 
Anderson, now at the Franklin Street Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, Johnstown, Pa. 
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Notes and Comments 


HE terrible famine condition in China, 

with the prospect of even more appalling 
conditions, has called for the most generous help 
from America. The officers of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
quote the highest government officials and the 
China International Famine Relief Commission 
as authority for the statement that there are 
twelve million destitute men, women and chil- 
dren now facing starvation, and the number 
will be increased to twenty million by spring. 
The National Government is undertaking to 
provide eight million dollars, and appeals to 
Europe and America for twelve million dollars 
to save imperiled lives. 


THE accompanying picture is of Mr. Rao 
Chih-An, the new Field Secretary of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society for 
the Central China 
Agency with headquar- 
ters at Hankow. He is 
a graduate of Wesley 
College, Wuchang, and 
has also studied in the 
United States and 
traveled in Europe, and 
has been secretary of 
the Y. M. C. A. in and 
about Hankow, where 
he is also a well-known 
local preacher. He is 
regarded as a very earnest and capable worker. 

e e : 


MR. RAO CHIH-AN 


A wirtLe booklet of thirty pages entitled 
“The Fellowship of Prayer” contains a Bible 
reading, a text, a meditation, and a prayer for 
each day of the Lenten Season, from February 
13 through Easter Sunday. Any pastor will re- 
ceive a free copy on application to the Com- 
mission on Evangelism and Life Service of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, 105 East 22d Street, New York City. 
Any reader may obtain one for two cents a 
copy. 


e e 
One of our contributions came with the no- 
tation on the check, “Our Golden Wedding 
Contribution.” Another contributor recently 
wrote, “Your calendar reached me on my 
ninety-first birthday.” : 
e e 


THE Bible Society of Maine reports a circu- 


lation of more Bibles in its last year than ever 
before. 


A RECENT letter is suggestive of the real joy 
which comes to those who appreciate the privi- 
lege of stewardship. The writer says: 


I have never for one moment regretted putting any 
money in the Bible Bonds. Instead, it has given me 
untold pleasure and comfort, and I only wish I had 
more to invest in the same way. I don’t mean only 
as an investment, but as a real joy that I can help 
one little bit in spreading the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and in a little way advancing the Kingdom. 


THE following message is interesting in it- 
self, and doubly so because it comes from a lad 
of fifteen: 


Please accept $1 as my yearly gift to the American 
Bible Society. This is a dollar I got for a skunk 
hide. I am fifteen years old, and this check is made 
out by my father. 


Holy Bible 


HIS precious Book I'd rather have 
Than all the golden gems 
That e’er in monarchs’ coffers shone 
Or on their diadems. 
And were the seas one chrysolite, 
This earth a golden ball, 
And gems were all the stars of night,— 
This Book were worth them all. 


Ah, no, the soul ne’er found relief 
In glittering hoards of wealth; 

Gems dazzle not the eyes of grief; 
Gold cannot purchase health,— 

But here’s a blessed balm 
For every human woe, 

And they that seek this Book in tears, 
Their tears shall cease to flow. 


—Religious Telescope. 


From The Lutheran we quote the following: 


There was always a Bible on the window sill or 
on the kitchen table where Naomi worked. She was 
a Norwegian girl, who had recently come to the land. 
Those who knew her felt at once that she would make 
a good citizen. 

“That is my kitchen Bible,” she explained, with her 
foreign accent, when her mistress remarked on its 
always being there. 

The mistress was not surprised to find that she gave 
the utmost satisfaction as a worker. A Bible with you 
at your work, a Bible used in odd, spare moments of 
life, is going to make a life of sweetness and power. 

A home where everyone has a Bible and makes 
everyday use of it, is a home which should make any 
of us feel both rich and happy—Qucen’s Gardens. 


e e 
-Wuat editor would not be cheered by this 


comment received from the Rev. Charles E. 
Craven, D.D., from Upper Montclair, N. J.: 


The Recorp is one of the brightest and best and 
most wholesome periodicals that come to my desk. 


; 
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The Closed Book 


The unusual title and suggestive treatment of this editorial in the “Presbyterian Banner” will 


arrest attention. And 


many will read it with greater interest when it is known that it was 


General Secretary Haven who selected it for use in our columns. 


E closed the book.* Jesus did this; and so 
there is a time to open and a time to 
close the Bible. Why did he do this? 


Could Not Read It All 


An obvious reason for closing the book was 
that he could not read it all. That would 
- have taken many hours and would have put the 
last listener to sleep or have emptied the syna- 
gogue. And so he read a portion of it, as 
much as would serve his purpose at the time, 
and then closed the book. We are constantly 
doing the same thing. We take a passage for 
reading or study or a text, and then close the 
Bible until we are ready for it again. We can- 
not read any book all at once, but must take 
it chapter by chapter and page by page. Some 


~ readers read too much at a time and thus stuff 


their minds without digesting and assimilating 
it. We may run through the Bible in such a 
hurried and superficial way as to derive little 
or no profit from it. At the table we do not 
try to éat the whole larder or, in taking medi- 
cine, to swallow the whole bottle. We must 
take things piece by piece and bit and bit in 
all the fields of life. No one thinks he can 
build a house at one stroke of his hammer or 
make a garment with one stitch of his needle. 
The scientist, in his investigations, picks out one 
little piece, perhaps so small that it takes a 
_ high-powered microscope to see it, and concen- 
' trates his attention on that. It is no small part 
of the wisdom of life to know how to take 
things in their right proportion and order, when 
to open and when to close a book, and even in 
studying the Bible to know when to close it 
for meditation and mastery. 


To Concentrate Attention on Himself 


Jesus closed the book to concentrate atten- 
tion. on himself. He did not want his hearers 
to think only of the book and worship the 
Bible. The Jews came perilously near doing 
this very thing. They pored over its pages, 
“counting its very words, droning it out in the 
synagogue and shouting it out on the streets, 
and were slaves of the book, worshiping its 
very letter. They guarded it as pagans do their 
idoi gods, and to touch it with profane hands 
was to incur sentence of death. Jesus, having 
read from the book, then closed it and pushed 
it aside and took the center of the stage him- 


* *ZLuke 4:20. 


self. He would not have that book take his 
place, but have them worship only him. The 
Bible is not the saviour of the world. We are 
to respect and reverence it, but are not to wor- 
ship it. Some good people go so far in their 
reverence for the Bible, that they make the 
impression that it should be worshiped itself. 
But Jesus “closed the book,” and thereby gave 
a visible sign that it is not an end in itself and 
an object of worship, but only a means to the 
end of worshiping him. 


Did Not Need It 

Jesus closed the book because he himself was 
above it and independent of it; in a sense he 
did not need it. He had the spiritual content 
and life of the book in his own soul. He was 
in himself a fountain of truth, that welled out 
of him as water out of a spring. Books did 
not make him, but he made books. His soul 
was a soil full of seeds out of which have come 
vast forests of literature. He had boundless 
originality and fertility of thought and expres- 
sion, so that without any book he could speak 
as never man spake. The Jews were fre- 
quently astonished as well as alarmed at this 
living truth that issued from him. “How 
knoweth this man letters, having never learn- 
ed?” they exclaimed. What college has he 
been to, that he can speak such wisdom? On 
another occasion they exclaimed, ““A new teach- 
ing!” The scribes and Pharisees were wor- 
shiping its letter, but missing its spirit. Its 
pages were dead parchment to them, and they 
were dead to its life. It was not written on 
their hearts, and so it was really something 
foreign to them, and they were strangers to 
it. We do not know a book or a subject until 
we have it wrought into the texture of our 
minds and hearts. A student may read a book 
and commit it to memory and recite it glibly 
and miss no word of it, and yet have no glim- 
mer of understanding of what it means. It is 
one of the fatalities of the classroom, that a 
student may make what seems to be a perfect 
recitation and yet be a perfect dunce; he does 
not really know what he is saying; and tell 
him to express his ideas in his own words, and 
then it turns out that he has no ideas of his own 
to express. Jesus was himself the Truth, a liv- 
ing and inexhaustible fountain of wisdom and 
life. All great teachers are their own books 
and speak out of the fulness of their own 
minds. Shakespeare did not get his plays out 
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of books, though he may have got suggestions 
of them; but he set his stage up in his own 
imagination and created his own scenes and 
characters. Some men, when they close a book, 
are done and can say nothing of themselves; 
but Jesus closed the book because he did not 
need it, and spoke words out of his own soul 
that have ever since been the wonder of the 
world. 


The Printed Book Not Enough 


Jesus closed the book because the printed 
book was not enough and had to be supple- 
mented with the living voice. He proceeded 
to explain and enlarge and illuminate and apply 
what he had read, and thus made it real and 
vital to the people. The living voice gives a 
quality to words that a book in itself cannot 
have. One may read an author, but, if he can 
hear him speak, he gets a new sense of the 
author’s meaning and especially of his person- 
ality and power. There is not much education 
in a book, because it has no personality and 
lacks this subtle suggestiveness and contagion. 
This is why we have schools and colleges. 
Children and students go to school with the 
very books in their hands that they are going 
to study; why not, then, stay at home and 
read them there? Because they would not un- 
derstand them and would soon be discouraged 
and stop; the teacher takes the same book the 
scholar studies, and puts light and life into it. 
The teacher has a contagious personality and 
kindles his own spirit in the scholar. The best 
work of the teacher is done when the book is 
closed and there is a vital impact of mind on 
mind and heart on heart. This is why the pub- 
lished Bible is not enough. It might be printed 
by the million and billion and scattered thick as 
autumn leaves over the whole world, but this 
would not insure the spread of Christian truth 
and life. And so we must have the teacher and 
minister and missionary to take the printed 
Bible and so explain and apply it as will make 
it clear to the mind, and plant it in the heart 
so that it will take root and become living truth. 
There is a great dearth and hunger in the world; 
not so much for the printed Bible as for the 
living word. 


To Translate It into Life 


Jesus closed the book because he wanted to 
translate it into the life of the people. As long 
as knowledge remains in a book and is not put 
into practice, it is a dead letter. One may have 
technical knowledge of music, and yet have no 
skill in its practice and could not sing a note or 
strike a chord that any one would want to 
hear. One really knows music only when it 
has become wrought as habit into his nervous 


BIBLE SocIETY RECORD 


Volume 74 


system, so that he sings as the bird sings, with 
unconscious ease, or plays the instrument as 
though it were an extension of his own muscles 
and nerves. Knowledge becomes life when it 
passes fron: the page into the personality and 
is bound up in flesh and blood and is itself a 
living book. This is the kind of gospel that 
saves. The printed Bible is good and neces- 
sary as a means to life; but it is not life itself, 
and one might have its whole contents in his 


memory and yet not have it in his heart and 


life. Printed Bibles in the most costly and 
luxurious binding may lie on the parlor table, 
and the living truth be sadly absent from the 
family life. Bibles may be a thousand times 
more plentiful with us than they were in Jeru- 
salem, and yet the business and politics and 
the whole social order may be little pervaded 
by its principles and spirit. We have derived 
very little good from the Bible until we have 
got beyond the printed page, and can close it 
and then live it as epistles read and known of 
all men. We may well close the book if thereby 
we are made to see and know that it is only 
the Bible bound up in flesh and blood that has 
saving power for us and for the world. 


Every Book Shall Be Closed 


As Jesus closed the book, he did something 
that shall happen to every book. The books 
that are pouring from the press will have their 
little day and then pass into the dust of library 
shelves and soon into utter oblivion and de- 
struction. The best seller of today will be 
closed tomorrow. The Bible itself as a mere 
physical thing will perish as the earth goes up 
in fervent heat. Everyone is writing a book, 
his own autobiography. Day by day he is add- 
ing page to page, and finally he will come to 
the last page and word. Death will close the 
book of everyone’s life. This should make us 
careful as to what we write on these pages; for 
everything we put there shall be closed up to 
be opened again at the last day. However, a 
new volume of life shall then be opened that 
shall never close, but shall tell the story of 
the life immortal. 

e e 


Ir is a satisfaction to know that the follow- 
ing letter from an annuitant in New Jersey 


records a thought shared widely and expressed 
frequently : 


I usually write in advance when taking out an 
Annuity Bond, asking for the rate of interest to be 
allowed me, etc., but am not doing so this time, as I 
have had dealings for so long with your Society that 
I feel well assured you will grant me the full rate of 
interest to which I may be entitled. I have always 
found the American Bible Society to stand four- 
square on all matters. I have found your business 
methods perfectly satisfactory. 


es 


+ 


February, 1929 


BIBLE Society REcorpD 33 


Roman Catholic Distribution of Gospels 
in Buenos Aires 


From the “Report of the Executive Secretar | | 

m th J 4 y, Webster E. Browning, Ph.D., Committee on Coop- 
eration in the Republics of the River Plate, 1928,” with pleasure we record the activity of the 
Roman Catholic Church in encouraging the reading of the Bible. Our readers will be particularly 
imterested, we are sure, in the quotation from “the greatest orator of the church today in Argentina.” 


N Sunday, June 24, a great meeting was 
held in the Theatre Colon, this time or- 
ganized by the authorities of the Roman 
Church, to celebrate what they termed “The 
Day of the Gospel.” Although confessedly or- 
ganized for the purpose of creating opposition 
to the circulation of the Scriptures in other 
than the versions authorized by their church, 
and to neutralize what they termed the “rapidly 
growing Protestant influence,” the meeting 
awakened an interest, though apparently 
ephemeral, in the Gospels and their teaching. 
The greatest orator of the church today in Ar- 
gentina gave a flaming eulogy of the Gospels, 
and some of the paragraphs from his oration 
may be of interest to readers of this report, as 
showing the method of approach to the people: 
“The Gospels are either divine, or they are 
nothing. One must loyally choose one or the 
other @f these extremes of belief.” 

“From the viewpoint of its doctrine, the di- 
vinity of the gospel is unquestionable. To com- 
pare it with any philosophy whatsoever is to 
demonstrate that it has not been understood. 
To match its applications to practical moral con- 
duct, with those suggested by other schools of 
thought, is to confess that one has not known 
how to go back to beginnings and vinculate 
them with their consequences. The man who 
lives according to the teachings of the gospel, 
has his being on earth as a father, a husband, 
a workman, an employer, a soldier, a physician, 
a priest, a ruler, or a citizen,—anything you 
wish; he invests his physical activities in the 
various occupations and duties which may be 
demanded of him by the exigencies of his exist- 
ence and of his position in society. If he is 
considered merely from the outside, his conduct 
differs very little from that of an honest pagan. 
But, go down deep, to the bottom of his con- 
science, and you will find that the conception 
he holds of the world about him is substantially 
different from that which is held by the pagan. 
His outlook, extending on beyond the gates of 
the grave, considers the present life as merely 
a portion of his total life, and as the road that 
leads him on toward eternity. That which 1s 
tangible has for him a value that is but relative 
and subordinate. The primacy of the spirit 1s 

for him a truth that admits of no discussion. 


The motives, the efficient as well as the final 
cause of his conscious action, differ completely 
from those which determine the acts of the 
pagan.” 

“For two thousand years it (the gospel) has 
stood the brunt of criticism, and it emerges 
from all attacks unharmed; for two thousand 
years every effort has been made to prove that 
it is false; yet, compared with its affirmations, 
all truth seems to be but a lie; for two thousand 
years countless attempts have been made to 
bury it, together with the Person who in it 
speaks and teaches; yet, after the failure of 
each of its would-be gravediggers, there sounds 
from its inspired pages the voice—‘The gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.’ 

“Subtlety, force, laws, popular wrath, the 
scorn of the elegant false science, Celsus, 
Diocletian, Julian, Lenin, Voltaire, Renan, have 
all been broken on this collection of leaves of 
paper in which nothing can be found, humanly 
speaking, which would promise them, I do not 
say immortality, but not even extended duration 
of life. And, by a curious phenomenon, the 
attacks mutually destroy themselves, its adver- 
saries are neutralized by one another, and in 
the same measure that their assaults are mul- 
tiplied, they demonstrate the weakness of each 
of them.” 

“And, as for these old pages, people live and 
die for them with the same enthusiasm as when 
they first appeared on earth. In this era of 
apostasies, people suffer and die in the name 
of the gospel, exactly as when, under the em- 
pire of Nero, Peter first gathered together the 
believers of Rome. What is there in these 
pages? How can we explain this seeming ab- 
surdity ?” 

“And when the final day of human existence 
arrives, when the impiety that has been prophe- 
sied reigns, when finally the church is nailed to 
the cross of its gospel and on it agonizes, the 
triumphal Cross, this Holy Book, will be the 
last monument to be erected on earth, and the 
last prayer that will spring from the lips of 
the last man will be ‘Our Father,’ the prayer 
which our Lord Jesus Christ taught us, and 
which is found in this book which holds the 
words of eternal life.” 

After this great meeting, copies of the Gos- 
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pels, in cheap edition authorized by this church, 
were put on sale in the bookstores, and attrac- 
tive young ladies sold them on the streets. No 
doubt a large number were thus circulated. 
The whole movement was a part of the larger 
work known as that of “Cardinal Ferrari,” an 
organization whose purpose is to combat the 
spread of Protestantism by means of public 
lectures and similar means. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
InNSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of three 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1, Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 

2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 
$150.00 in one or two payments. 

Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 

Life Directors and Life Members. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 


JANUARY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


4 ba ninth stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers in its one hundred and thir- 
teenth year was held at the Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York, on Thursday, January 3, 
1929, at 3:30 o’clock p. m., President E. Fran- 
cis Hyde in the chair. 


The devotional exercises were conducted by 


the Rev. Frederick Wolcott Jackson. 

The minutes of the eighth stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers were presented and ap- 
proved. ; 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. On rec- 
ommendation of the Home Agencies Commit- 
tee, Recording Secretary Chamberlain was ap- 
pointed Secretary in charge of the Eastern 
Agency. 


Grants in aid were approved to societies and © 


missions working in Europe and parts of Asia 
and Africa, where the Society does not main- 
tain Agencies. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of November, 1928: Brazil, 
8,300 volumes, valued at $1,625.98 ; Caribbean, 
21 volumes, valued at $63.74; Mexico, 5,091 
volumes, valued at $1,641.31; Upper Andes, 
550 volumes, valued at $324.64; and West In- 
dies, 9,224 volumes, valued at $539.74; total 
volumes, 23,186; total value, $4,195.41. 

The issues from the Bible House during No- 
vember were 477,804 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


NOTICE 
Auxiliary Bible Societies are requested to 
send promptly, to The Secretaries, Bible 


House, Astor Place, New York, their reports 
for 1928. 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 


_Your money may be lost if you enclose in an or= 
dinary letter silver coin, bills or postage stamps. 


THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR: 


1. Register the letter in which you send bills or 
postage stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter 
for fifteen cents. 


2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Company’s money order. 

4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 

Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and 
make the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert 


Darlington, Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York. 
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FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 
and ‘sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of-——— 


If real estate is given, for the last three words above, ‘“‘the 


nen of,” substitute the words “the following Property, to 
wit. 
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CASH RECEIPTS IN DECEMBER, 1928 


LEGACIES Shelby Co., Ala 
Calvert, Nancy, late’ of Westchester, N. Y. 500 00 ae NN ae 
Randolph Co., Ill. ....... $ 740 15 West Pawlet Welsh TORR CLOS ea cis atersranerecelstetetes « ai $ 5,965 15 
Fast, Solomon 'M., late of eet. , 00 Acinuitya Gitte asco semen 52,370 97 
Coulterville, Ill. ...... Paaliseos) feos Auxiliary Societies “on 
Herr, Blizabeth, late o $4,135 09 Donation Account...... 1,766 93 
Springfield, Pa. ....... 2,100 00 On Donation Ac- ’ Auxiliary Societies on : 
Lyman, Minnie H., late WAIN! aaokvcoudonc 1,766 93 Book Account ........ 4,135 09 
of Jackson Co., Ore.. 125 00 : Hliome Agencies ......... 27,072 30 
Walker, Mary CG, late of $5,902 02 Returns from Scriptures 
IN ad COW NA No ailco tas 2,900 00 : Donated voccssccasseeee 97 28 
$5,965 15 HOME AGENCIES $91,407 72 
——_ Atlantic ,................. 8 wey e: 
Gent alleas ines eRe sins 88 MISCELLANEOUS 
ANNUITY GIFTS Colored People of U. S.... 2,476 74 Alden Memorial Fund In- 
Amount receive : STEIN occ eee sence essere ,294 14 COME veces eee eeeeee ese 4 30 
onthe... ai ae Oe sea 370 97 National Capital .......... 479 41 Alex. H. Ogg Legacy In- 
Sipreteisiaraie ’ Northwestern ............ 3,907 17 (eee) oooadadoseao7dde. 205 92 
: ae PACIG) 5 ws tae eRe 3,047 95 eentd Dep teaser 34,703 02 
ou antic: “Scena 1,823. 7 END DCAES! Iejaic’s wisieelsieloiellelelelerare 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES Southwestern ¢...ceecsces 2,439 3 Bible House Rentals.... 11 ist 3B 
Donation Book IMVIGSEELM ates cieate closet el acts 1,913 97. Bible Society Record.... "12 47 
Account Account Heanhayoh IMR) soos cudcat 3 58 
Alabama ......... $ 6 48 $27,072 30 Charles L. Huston Legacy 
Belvidere Co., N. iis 2 00 HUNG eit ce eee e nee cls 870 00 
Gedarville, Ohio... 65 00 : Diffusion of Information. 3 89 
Mraresien, a7 Cc... 6 00 From Home Agencies and Included Gifts for Distribution to 
Chicago, Ill. ....... 71 50 In Home Agencies Recelpts Gifts from Churches... 37,082 78 
Columbia Co., & iio, Siibs “Danations from. AUeuimiry Gifts from Individuals... 27,039 18 
Graene Co. Ohio... 100) 38 Societies: y Income from Available in- 
Jefferson Co Shep- Altoona Monthly Bible VESEIMOBINCS nisore sie cea 3,348 65 
herdstown Br., W Conference Com., Pa.$ 1000 Income Legacies and 
ee ee Belvidere, N. Ieee 17 00 Gifts, Trust Funds..... 9,459 28 
eaneaster  S io! nine ase 2 53 New Alexandria, Pag. 100 00 J. Burr Legacy Income.. 594 54 
raven wich. 27 £00 Pennsylvania .........+: 1,498 41 Legacy Equalization Fund 1,785 62 
Maine .. prac 479 61 Gifts from Churches...... 2480 55 Manufacturing Credits... 2,949 58 
rae hasatta .c. $972 Gifts from Individuals.... 922 38 Maryland Bible Society.. 5,000 00 
Middlet Conn.. mie? Salaries and Expenses... . 25 
ae Gy, onn.. aS . Scriptures for Blind...... 76 
5 WP MOke nes 08s ps RETURNS FROM SCRIPTURES Special Annuity Income 
Nashville, Tenn. ... 20 3 and Ex 
New Bedford, Mass. 83 89 DONATED Poetic Giles we ee 1200 00 
New York, N.Y... 164 34. Board National Missions, Gute oe Cee oe ees 
Niagara Co., N. Y. 500 00 Pres Cnurch. exten aer $24 64 Transmission .........-.. 106 00 
eis A ed i ea 150 00 s “ Mrs. Goestrude’ BRR amen a Ge a te 
msey Co., inn. 1 ASt ALVICA, 5 ..6)e slciiees es 2 64 
ae a. Ko aes 3 16 peer ses Sse ee iY 
chohavré Co; He- 97 28 i 
Set eee or $ Total Cash Receipts....$229,638 77 
CASH STATEMENT FOR DECEMBER, 1928 
GENERAL CASH STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS 
Balance from November, 1928........+.+-++- $46,714 36 BTS MOLs DR CHANEL Cale clas erarsiere cla'o1s e)aiateisisiviele eielece $24,997 75 
~ Gifts from AUG TICS.. ccc es cece cess esseess 1,766 98 General Salaries and Wxpenses...........+++ 5,450 38 
PRTUIATIOS!. Ye cicialeic ove iets wisva\e ws 2/9 9/1 10 es,aielal oie 0'c/*\< 4,135 09 Treasurer’s Office—Salaries and HExpenses.. 1,111 67 
Bloat cl hin eiiabe ata © <ioleias o's os os isle din'sieiewlelwieveie eie'e.gis sire:s 649 89 Bible House EXxpenseS........ssescecncsceeee 5,398 08 
Scriptures to the Blind ..........seseeeeeees Hae. LAGHOGTIE). coe anbGoriumedtitics Ouct an pron coc ern gat 4,296 84 
Manufacturing Credits ....-.sesseeeeeeeeeee 2,949 58 Diffusion of Information .......+++++++++ee- 6,971 44 
Annuity Account .........66- 52,370 97 Annuity Department ......ecseesesseeeeecece 26,735 89 
Bible House RRENAIS. esis ta swlesinnsc ce 11,151 95 Bible Society Record.......ssssesssererees atte "351. 29 
Gifts for Distribution to Blind.......... ia 785 06 Cash reserved for Publication Department... 17,234 65 
Gifts from Churches........seeeereeeseerecs 37,642 75 Home AgencieS ......:eeeeeesereereesceeeres 2,699 65 
Gifts from Individuals......---+++eeeereeeees 27,089 18 Foreign AgencieS ......--s.sse asses ee essence 4,428 13 
Bible Society Record.......seeeceerseeseeeees 12 47 United States Trust Co.—Available Invest- 
Maryland Bible Society (Peking Bible House) 5,000 00 AVL OTL ERM a ae lore’sicinielsveletaleie <racelele alecenrs alsys ,162 22 
ESET rill MEETING. ie wisla elelese isi diajels vleais a eirelsiae cis.e see 8 358 United States Trust Co.—Trust Funds 
Alden Memorial Fund Income........+++++:+: 14 30 United States Trust Co.—Annuity Account.. 
Ogg Legacy INCOME......++ssseeeeerererreree 905 92 Special Gift .....cvcccarcdeverceerescesscsvcs 
Burr Legacy IncoMe.......+++eseeeserereees 594 54 Miscellaneous Home .....seeeseeeeereeeereee 
Huston Legacy Fund........+esseeeeeeeecees 870 00 Miscellaneous FOreign......-seeseeereeeeeeee 
Funds received for Transmission.........-- 106 00 Church Budget CostS.....:seseeeeeeseeeerees 
Special Gift 20.0. ccecesersecccreserereceseces 500 00 Payments to Auxiliaries 
Legacy Equalization SE SUUTA CL vel ovate ote’ alsts oyevate s'e0s's\® 1,785 62 Payments to Trade.... 
Home AgencieS ....--ecesteecessscererceeees 27,072 30 Legacy Expenses ...-- 
General—Salaries and EXxpenses....--.+++++- DBS ay Ais iclos tle, are: sl lavuosqra(er ons 
Appeals 2422. w msc s esc rest et ess eerresecetce 206 58 Mississippi Flood Fund.........+.- 
Diffusion of Information....--+-+sreerereeees 389 Income from Legacies 
Income from Legacies and Gifts—Trust EA TT CLS oats rues cess woe aoe sors exSte  o(ojecdvarmienersis/«) v1 scais 
TITAS Goa niclalois eo) elieie vicaselele slo'sleleieicieejeis sles esr 459 28 Peking Bible House .....+.sersssecsereeeeees 
Annuity Department ...-eeseessessceeeereres 34,703 02 Special Annuity—Income and HExpense Ac- 
Incomes from Available Investments......-- 3,343 65 (loibbGNt aor S AAD ERIOID IO OOO IU OUD UCDO OOOO. 
GEA CICA Minder anny sees itere neue siommsles oo ahs 5,965 15 Translation and ReVisSlOn. 0. 6- occces ces cons 503 29 
Returns from Scriptures Donated.......-..- 97.28 Balance to January, 1929.....+++++seeeeerees 4,435 68 
Special Annuity—Income and Expense Ac- 
iD PTLD Figo n GAGOOD COC UC OC IDOE OOD OTD 1,202 78 
$276,353 13 $276,353 13 
ee 
PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 
Balance from November, G28 soc craitaveis ater ss $18,693 82 Publication Department ....eeseseeereeees $56,450 58 
Transferred from General Cash. <cisiseessee 77,234 65 Balance to January, TS29\ tra cisisioyeleeoerteratols( sores 39,477 89 
$95,928 47 $95,928 47 
————————— —SSSS 
Total Cash Balance...---:sere+ seeeee sree yee $43,913 57 
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An Ineome Assured— 


The Bible Befriended 


Your gift on the annuity — 


basis to the American 
Bible Society will assure 
you a guaranteed income 


of from 4% to 9% as long 


as you live. 


Ultimately your gift will 
be released for the impor- 
tant and essential work of 
translating, publishing 
and distributing the Scrip- 


tures, thereby helping to ~ 


make the Bible more wide- 
ly and more easily avail- 


able. 


Twenty-seven questions 
similar to those in the op- 


posite column are an-. 
swered in the _ booklet 
“Bibles and Bonds,” a 


copy of which is yours 
upon request. Write for 


booklet No. 62E. 
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What is an Annuity 
Bond Agreement? 


Are Annuity Bond 
Agreements unques- 
tionably safe? 


Do men of recognized 
business ability secure 
Annuity Bond Agree- 
ments from the Ameri- 
can Bible Society? 


What will money in- 
vested in Annuity 
Bond Agreements 
eventually accomplish 
through the American 
Bible Society? 


What advantages do 
Annuity Bond Agree- 
ments have over many 
forms of investments? 


Are Annuity Bond 
Agreements recom- 
mended as a source of 
income for widows and 
persons unfamiliar 
with financial matters? 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
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